Isolated lower limb ischaemia as an unusual presenting symptom of aortic dissection.
Acute aortic dissection is not common but usually presents with a severe, sharp chest pain and high blood pressure. Widening of the mediastinum is usually also evident on chest X-ray. Although acute onset of severe chest or back pain is the most common presenting symptom, some patients may present with atypical symptoms and signs. Establishing a diagnosis of aortic dissection can be difficult in the presence of atypical symptoms, especially in the absence of pain. Such presentation of aortic dissection is easily ignored. We report a case of painless aortic dissection with normal blood pressure, which resulted in acute isolated lower limb ischaemia at presentation. Atypical presentation of isolated limb arterial occlusions in an older patient without the classic symptoms are seldom reported as aortic dissection. However, aortic dissection should be included in the differential diagnosis of patients with arterial occlusive disease without chest pain and with normal blood pressure.